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Wilkommen
Welcome to the premiere issue of the Der Anzeiger, the new e-journal of the Missouri 

Germans Consortium. Join us as we embark on our first journey of discovery. This being our 

first issue, its stories are about other beginnings, as emigrants, events and even as places. 

Here we will meet Missouri’s first German promoter, author Gottfried Duden. After three 

years of leisurely life in Missouri, Duden returned to Germany and published a report on his 

visit that would open the floodgates of immigration. Then we will visit the interesting Pelster 

House barn, a little known architectural gem in rural Missouri that takes one back to another 

time and country. Only a few such examples of a true house barn still exist in America. 

Do you have ancestors who emigrated from Germany? Chances are you do, as it is still 

the number one ethnic group in America according to the U.S. Census. Are you looking to 

learn more about those ancestors and still have some musty old documents that no one 

can read anymore? Most likely they are in that old German script if written during the 19th 

century. We may have a solution with our chart of the handwritten Sütterlin script to help 

you get started on your family’s history. Finally, we will meet one of the earliest, and most 

organized groups to follow Gottfried Duden to Missouri, the Giessen Emigration Society. 

They are the subject of the traveling exhibit from Germany, Utopia: Revisiting a German 

State in America currently at the Missouri History Museum in St. Louis.

We hope you enjoy the Anzeiger, the voice of the Missouri Germans Consortium. Visit 

our website Mo-Germans.com for more details on how you can sign up for a charter 

subscription and keep the issues coming four times a year!

Warmest wishes,

Dorris Keeven-Franke, Editor

A quarterly electronic journal publication of the Missouri Germans Consortium published in 
January, April, July, and October. Annual online subscription $25 per year. 
For submission or advertising questions please contact
us at missourigermans@gmail.com for more information. 
We do reserve the right to refuse any editorial or advertising.
Permission to quote for publication should be requested in 
writing, by e-mail in advance. See our website 
mo-germans.com for subscription information or
e-mail us at missourigermans@gmail.com

JOURNAL Editor:  Dorris Keeven-Franke
Missouri Germans Consortium

SPECIAL $20 SUBSCRIPTION RATE FOR CHARTER SUBSCRIBERS UNTIL APRIL 1ST,2015.
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 In 1829, Duden published at his own expense 1500 copies of a small book titled A 

Report on a Journey to the Western States of North America in Elberfeld Germany. In 

1909, eighty years after Duden’s Report was published, A.B. Faust described Duden with, 

“His skillful pen mingled fact and fiction, interwove experience and imagination, pictured the 

freedom of the forest and of democratic institutions in contrast with the social restrictions 

and political embarrassments of Europe.  Many thousands of Germans pondered over this 

book and enthused over its sympathetic glow.  Innumerable resolutions were made to cross 

the ocean and build for the present and succeeding generations happy homes on the far-

famed Missouri.”  [Faust, Albert Bernhardt, The German Element in the United States, The Steuben Society 

of America, New York, 1927, Vol. I, page 441]

 In 1919 and ninety years following Duden’s Report, Duden’s first biographer 

William G. Bek begins with, “Duden was the first German who gave his countrymen a fairly 

comprehensive, and reasonably accurate, first-hand account of conditions as they obtained 

in the eastern part of the new state of Missouri.”   Bek gave us his translations of Duden’s 

Report with only a small amount about the man himself.  He used a biographical sketch 

PEOPLE   GOTTFRIED DUDEN
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found in Der Deutsche Pionier by Friedrich Schnacke which revealed hardly any more 

information than can be found in Duden’s second edition of his Report, and was incorrect. 

[Bek, Ph.D., William G., Gottfried Duden’s “Report” 1824-1827, 1919, page 1]

 In Mack Walker’s Germany and the Emigration 1816-1885 we find, “Duden’s 

enthusiastic book . . . fits its time with a gratifying neatness; for it first appeared in 1829, 

just as the Auswanderung to America was beginning to revive.  But it not only met a need 

and suited an atmosphere it helped appreciably to create them.  Duden’s descriptions of 

American landscapes and American resources were vivid, even lyrical.  He found American 

economic, political, and social conditions better than those of the Fatherland, and American 

intellectual and moral conditions just as good.  The color, timing, and literary qualities of 

Duden’s Report made it unquestionably the most popular and influential description of the 

United States to appear during the first half of the century.  It was an important factor in the 

enthusiasm for America among educated Germans in the thirties; it served for decades as a 

point of departure for hundreds of essays, articles, and books, and innumerable thousands 

of conversations; it was a landmark in the life and memory of many an Auswanderer.”  

[Walker, Mack Germany and the Emigration 1816-1885, Harvard University Press, Cambridge, 1964, p 61]

 Nearly one hundred twenty-five years following Duden’s Report, Charles van 

Ravenswaay in his epic The Arts and Architecture of German Settlements in Missouri: 

A Survey of a Vanishing Culture tells us, “This timely work  . . . greatly stimulated 

immigration to the United States and caused thousands to make Missouri their destination . 

. . For more than a generation Duden’s writings formed the leitmotif of German settlement 

in Missouri, with the interpretation of his comments provoking endless discussion among 

Today Duden’s farm is privately owned. Both his first purchase and the hillside on Jacob 
Haun’s farm lay approximately 50 miles west of St. Louis, in Warren County, Missouri. The 
property lies north of the Missouri River across from Washington, Missouri.

Photo by Peter Roloff
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those who came here.  Many immigrants continued to revere his memory as the father of 

the German migration, and even those who blamed him for their misfortunes seem to have 

had a grudging respect for that kindly, guileless man.”  [ van Ravanswaay, Charles, The Arts and 

Architecture of German Settlements in Missouri: A Survey of a Vanishing Culture, University of Missouri Press, 

Columbia, 1977, page 23]

The man himself
 Five years before his first arrival in the United States, Gottfried Duden purchased the 

one hundred thirty-nine and twenty-six one hundredth acres of land that he later refers to 

as “his farm” in his Report. Using an agent, a Pennsylvania German Dabney Burnett,  the 

funds in the amount of $69.63 were deposited at the United States Land Office on February 

1st, 1819. Godfrey [sic] Duden purchased this land at the current rate of $2.00 per acre 

in the southeast fractional section of Section 35 in Township 45 North Range 1 West for 

$278.52 plus interest of $21.94 for a total cost of  $300.46. In the very next entry following 

Godfrey [sic] Duden on the same day is the purchase by Jacob Haun of one hundred sixty 

acres of land just north of Duden’s in Section 25. This is the identical land that Gottfried 

Duden arrived at, in Montgomery County (later Warren County) Missouri, and lived upon 

five years later.  [February to the 28th inclusive 1819.  Bearer of the cash is Dabney Burnett. On file in the 

National Archives, Bureau of Land Management, 7450 Boston Boulevard, Springfield, VA 22153.]  

Duden was the fourth son of Leonhard Duden. He was born May 19,1789  in Remscheid, 

in the Duchy of Berg, where his father owned and operated an apothecary business. 

Leonhard Duden’s first wife, Anna Magdelena Grund, had died with the arrival of their only 

child Johann Carl Friedrich Duden.  In 1784 he remarried, to Maria Katharina Hartcop, the 

daughter of a large iron foundry owner. In 1785 their first son Leonhard was born, followed 

in 1787 by the birth of Bernard. The middle child, Gottfried, was born in 1789.  A sister 

Carolina arrived in 1792 and Theresia in 1794.  Suddenly, in 1795 when Duden was barely 

six years old, his father died. His mother was left with instructions to spare no expense in 

regards to their children’s education.  

 Duden attended the gymnasium at Dortmund.  This was followed by law studies 

in the years 1806 through 1810 in Dusseldorf, Heidelberg, and Gottingen.  In 1811 he 

received a royal appointment in the Prussian Civil Service. “With a waiver of the legal age,”  

Duden first became an auditor at the Court (of law) in Dusseldorf, and then toward the end 

of 1811 Justice of Peace in the canton of Mülheim.  Duden was a very intelligent young 

man and had apparently finished his studies early. He had become the second oldest in his 

family with his brother Bernard’s death in 1803.  Likewise, with the chance to inherit the 

family business, there was some attention paid to Duden’s education in medicine.  

 In 1813, Duden enlisted in the First Battalion of Second Bergian Infantry Regiment, 

which became the 28th Prussian Infantry Regiment.  He participated that year as a volunteer 

(taking no pay) as a lieutenant and adjutant in the war against Napoleon. This experience 

gave the young man cause for reflection. He began to carefully plan his future. Upon his 
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return to Civil Service he was appointed Justice of the Peace for Mülheim, and then Richrath 

(Langenfeld) for three years.  

Germany and the U.S.     

 It was here that Duden listened daily to the tales of woe by Germans unable to escape 

the horrors of poverty and famine. Volcanoes had caused strange climate disruptions, 

leading to a year without summer, where crops failed and problems became worse. The 

Napoleonic Wars had taken their toll on the all rulers, and their problems were passed down 

as taxes to a population that was already devastated. The students had formed fraternities 

like the Giessen Blacks determined to bring about political change. With each attempt at a 

revolution, the government clamped down harder. Friedrich Ludwig Jahn, led the Turnverein 

movement, with “A Sound Mind in a Sound Body” the stated motto, which led to further 

problems from the government. 

 When Duden arrived in the U.S. at Baltimore in 1824, he wrote in the form of letters 

to a friend back home, about what he found there.  He described first and foremost, the 

political freedoms that he found, how one elected their government leaders, traveled freely, 

and most importantly, that they could speak freely!  He wrote about how people were free to 

select their land, how cheap it was, and there were no inheritance laws regarding how it was 

dispersed. That life as a farmer allowed you to marry, raise a family, and eat as much meat 

in a month as one did in an entire year in Germany. 

 Duden’s Report, was a masterpiece, and the right words at exactly the right time.

With impeccable timing, tucked away at the back of the book was Concerning the Nature 

of the North American United States or Concerning the Bases of the Political Situation 

of the North Americans. Followed by A Postscript for emigrating farmers and for those 

who contemplate commercial undertakings. Part A was for “Farmers”, and Part B was for 

“Businessmen”, which was the real meat of the matter. You selected your utopia.

 Essentially speaking to the entire range of the German population, it would first be 

the businessmen, intellectuals or “latin farmers” that would study the book, combine their 

funds, and generate the suggested “groups” for the “safety in numbers”.In 1830 there were  

less than 30 families in the State of Missouri that were German. In 1832, a small group, 

known as the Berlin Society, communally purchased land and established Dutzow, named 

after their founder, J.W. Bock’s estate in Germany that had been sold to generate the funds. 

In 1833, more emigrants came from Soligen and Osnabrück.  

 By 1834, they were coming by the hundreds, with the Giessen Emigration Society 

bringing over 500 more.The floodgates had been opened.

[For more  see Gottfried Duden: The Man Behind the Book by Dorris Keeven-Franke, in Missouri’s German 

Heritage Edited by Don Heinrich Tolzmann, Little Miami Publishing Co., 2006; ISBN-13: 978-1-932250-49-7 

Available at Amazon.com]
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Additional Notes for Gottfried Duden

The full title is ( as published on the frontispiece) Bericht über eine Reise nach 

den westlichen Staaten Nordamerika’s und einen mehrjährigen Aufenthalt am 

Missouri (in den Jahren 1824, 25, 26 und 1827), in Bezug auf Auswanderung und 

Uuebervölkerung, oder: Das Leben im Innern der Vereinigten Staaten und dessen 

Bedeutung für die häusliche und politische Lage der Europäer, dargestellt  a)in einer 

Sammlung von Briefen, b)in einer besonderen Abhandlung über den politischen 

Austland der nordamerikanischen Freistaaten, und c)in einem rathgebenden 

Rachtrage für auswandernde deutsche Ackerwirthe und Diejenigen, welche auf 

handelsunternehmungen denken, von Gottfried Duden. Gedruckt zu Elberfeld im 

Jahre 1829 bei Sam. Lucas, auf kosten des Bersassers. Elberfeld, 1829. The full 

title translated is Report on a Journey to the Western States of North America and a 

Stay of Several Years along the Missouri (during the Years 1824,’25,’26, and 1827)  

Concerning emigration and Overpopulation or Life in the Interior of the United 

States and its Significance for the Domestic and Political Situation of the Europeans, 

Presented a) in a collection of letters b) in a special treatment of the political situation 

in the North American Free States and c) in an advisory supplement for emigrating 

German farmers and those who are planning to engage in trade from Gottfried Duden, 

Published at Elberfeld in the year 1829 by Sam Lucas, at the cost of the author, 

Elberfeld, 1829.

Current scholars and historians rely on the excellent translation edited by James W. 

Goodrich, with George H. Kellner, Elsa Nagel, Adolf E. Schroeder, and W.M. Senner (Editors 

and Translators) published by The State Historical Society of Missouri and University of 

Missouri Press in 1980 For this article this was being used for reference, and referred to 

as the Report, with the page numbers of the 1980 edition. The State Historical Society’s 

publication is available on Amazon.com for those wishing to read Duden’s Report in 

English.

It is available in the United States in German as an e-book from Google Books.

Duden’s Land purchase, can be found at the Missouri State Archives, Jefferson City, MO.,  

Microfilm Box (Roll) S-2, U. S. Land Sales, Vol. 1, 1818-1827, page 12;] in the  “Abstract of 

all lands sold at the land office at St. Louis since its establishment and not relinquished to 

the United States up to & including the 31st Dec 1826 all of which previous to that day had 

been fully paid for.”  The abstract book for St. Louis, vol. 2.  Top of the page begins with 

record of February 1819.  Account of monies received from individuals by Samuel Hammond 

Receiver of Public Monies for the Land District of St. Louis Missouri Territory on account of 

Lands Purchased or intended to be purchased from the 1st day of...
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PLACES     THE PELSTER HAUSBARN

 In 2009, I had an opportunity to share the Pelster house barn with some friends from 

Germany I had recently met. It was late evening in the autumn, and I was anxious for them 

to see a building that is considered quite rare. As less than six such buildings still exist in 

the United States, it is listed on the National Register of Landmarks. The following year I 

visited Germany for the first time, and discovered among other things, that this construction 

is as common as it comes, in Germany. Those that have had the opportunity to visit there 

would agree, that the architecture is one of the primary differences between Germany 

and the U.S..  And a building that still exists and that can reach back and share this early 

building tradition brought by early emigrants, providing us a glimpse into the ‘Old World,’ is 

indeed very special. 

Photo by Dorris Keeven-Franke
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A true German hausbarn
 German born William Pelster built his house barn on a rolling hillside in Franklin 

County Missouri. The son of an emigrant, Phillip Friedrich Pelster (1793-1873) he had 

purchased the farm as a young man about to marry, prior to the Civil War. The area which 

is south of New Haven, a small city along the Missouri River, is filled with similar stories and 

families. Franklin County was over fifty percent German born families by 1850. Today it is 

often referred to as the Missouri Rhineland and still retains much of its German-American 

flavor.

 A house barn, or hausbarn, can also be referred to as either a Wohnstallhaus or 

Einhaus, is a single building that combines the typical structure of a barn while providing 

living space for a family as well. Not a house with a barn attached, but a single structure 

used for both purposes. These dual purpose structures provided homes for generations 

of Germans.  They were often a response to the need to shelter a family and its livestock 

quickly and in close proximity (for safety) to each other.  They also could provide a place for 

the harvest. In Germany, villages are filled with such structures, as homes were clustered 

together, and the surrounding open fields were used for grazing by day. At evening, the 

livestock were driven home to shelter. With limited space and building materials, the 

combination structure was conservative, economical, and practical. The Pelster house barn 

reflects a typical German building style called Fachwerk. This is a building method where a 

Pelster Family in front of their home in the early 20th Century
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structure is half-timbered and then nogged-in or filled with another building material such 

as brick or stone.  The timbers are only half of the construction, providing a framework that 

forms the grids or blocks of the building, that make up the sills, posts, beams, and studs.  

This huge ‘framework’ is in turned finished by its space being filled with brick or other 

native building material.  The idea is similar to the method of filling the cracks between the 

logs with “nogging” in a log cabin, only on a much broader landscape.  Originally many of 

the other emigrants from near the Osnabrück, Germany area built their homes in this same 

blockbau or log construction. However, construction methods vary slightly across Germany, 

from north to south. 

 According to Howard Wight Marshall in The German-American Experience in 

Missouri published by the University of Missouri in 1986 “the dozen of so house barn-

like structures that survive – there were never many – are located in Missouri, Wisconsin, 

Minnesota, North Dakota, South Dakota, Nebraska, Kansas and Texas. Midwest house barns 

are unusual examples of settlers with some very special motivations.  A true house barn 

Photo by Dorris Keeven-Franke (2008)
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is not just a house with a barn attached.  The whole structure is one concept, a home both 

for the fruit and livestock of the farm and the family thereof. Since usually such measures 

were only taken in the initial phase of setting up of a farmstead, these buildings were soon 

abandoned for what could be considered ‘better’ living arrangements.

William Pelster
 However the Pelster house barn is atypical in this respect, as several generations 

called it home. The chronology of settlement shows that Wilhelm Pelster perhaps built 

a home separately first, and then erected his house barn, although there may already 

have been a cabin built by the previous owner.  Perhaps this is another reason that the 

hausbarn, built slowly and solidly survives into the 21st Century.  While the ideas of the 

German-Americans were to reject this type of building traditions and anglicize themselves, 

Pelster chose to embrace it. And while there are several theories as to why the Franklin 

County farmer chose to do this, the decision was definitely a personal one for Pelster.  His 

one concession was to hide the actual fachwerk and framing style of the building with 

weatherboard. And so the building appears on the landscape as simply a huge farmhouse 

complete with a front porch, and few windows.  Only after entering the building is one able 

to admire the beautiful construction.

 Inside the dwelling portions of the house, which are on several levels, the walls are 

covered with the typical plaster and bead board fashionable in that day.  There are cabinets, 

double hung windows, floors, and furniture similar to any home.  But to enter the next level 

of the dwelling one re-enters the huge central hallway known as the Diele, which is more 

what we would consider appropriate to a barn.  There one climbs the staircase and returns 

to more rooms decorated and used in typical fashion as bedrooms.

 The central hallway has a traditional wooden threshing floor, but we have no evidence 

to believe Pelster used it for such.  In that respect he was a progressive farmer who had the 

latest American improvements, including the area’s first mechanical corn binder in the area.  

On the exterior the building was originally painted yellow when most farmhouses in 

America, fachwerk included, were painted white. This is another reflection of its German 

roots. Today it is weather beaten but still strong, straight and tall. It is a testament to a 

German emigrant who became an American farmer without forgetting his past.  The building 

represents techniques long forgotten and nearly lost. And its image to this day symbolizes 

how  a building crafted of old world German techniques can remind us of our heritage and 

thus another tradition is not lost.
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There are so many variations to the recipe for “Himmel und Erde” literally Heaven and 

Earth, and so many German regions claim to have invented it, that any written recipe will be 

controversial. Germans like to make this dish as the main part of the meal, using Boskops 

or Elstar apples when available. Here is a simple version which can be dressed up or down 

and will go nicely as a side dish to pork chops or pork loin.  This recipe makes 2 servings as 

a main dish with sausage or 4 servings as a side dish for pork, and can be doubled easily.

Prep Time: 15 minutes

Cook Time: 30 minutes

Total Time: 45 minutes

INGREDIENTS

1 lb. yellow onions, about 2 large

4-6 T. butter

1 lb. apples, about 4, Boskop or Elstar

1 T. lemon juice

2 tsp. sugar, or to taste

1 lb. starchy potatoes (Russet), about 4-5 medium

Freshly ground nutmeg

Salt, to taste

Pepper, to taste

PREPARATION

Slice the onions thinly and evenly. Start to brown them in 3 tablespoons of butter in a large 

frying pan on medium heat. Cook and stir, adding butter as necessary to keep onions from 

sticking, until golden brown. Depending on how brown you like them, this will take 20 

minutes or more. Peel and chop apples. Place them in a pan with one cup of water, lemon 

juice and sugar and cook until apples start falling apart and become chunky applesauce. 

Add water as necessary. After apples have been cooking for 15 minutes, peel and slice or 

chop potatoes. Cook in salted water until tender. Pour off water and mash with a potato 

masher, adding butter, nutmeg and salt and pepper to taste. When applesauce is to your 

liking, taste and adjust lemon or sugar, then mix applesauce into potatoes. Serve with the 

caramelized onions on top.

Serving suggestions:

Blood sausage, sliced, dipped in flour and lightly fried

Fried German bologna

Fresh, grilled or fried bratwurst

Pork chops (My personal favorite!)

FROM: http://germanfood.about.com/  (another one of my favorites)

FOOD    HEAVEN AND EARTH
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Many of us have come across old 

handwritten papers, written in 

German in the old script, only to 

toss them out, because we presume 

no one can read them anymore. 

Often letters, wills, travel papers 

survive, but are  written in the “old 

script”, used in Germany prior to 

the 1920s, when Hitler insisted on 

the Roman script we use in America. 

Adding to the problem, is that 

handwriting, just like today, is a 

personal matter, and each writer has 

his or her own slant.  With a little 

bit of study, this aid below and a 

few hours of time, may help you to 

decipher the handwriting, and which 

can then be translated from the 

German.  

FAMILY HISTORY    OLD DOCUMENTS

 Using today’s internet and some free Google Translate, simple words can be typed 

in which may help you discover the intentions of the documents. Some documents may 

use terms no longer found today and won’t be translated. A collection of antique German 

dictionaries comes in handy at this time. And while a translation done word for word this 

way may be difficult, and can be misleading, you will probably discover that the document 

is something worth having professionally translated. There are many excellent translation 

services such as AAA Translation Services in St. Louis, Missouri.This may even inspire the 

family’s interest in learning the German language as well, perhaps for that trip to Germany 

that you have dreamed of for years. If you decide you need to refresh, relearn or learn 

German visit https://www.germanschoolstl.org/ has many excellent teachers. They have 

classes for any age from toddler on up, and any interest, whether you just want to learn or 

refresh for conversational purposes, or make German a second language.
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 In 1817, Europe was in turmoil. Germany as we know it today did not exist. Instead 

there were many principalities, and states ruled by princes, dukes and barons, all subject 

to a King. Wars had been the rule for generations, leaving them exhausted, both physically 

and financially. Crime and corruption took over. Taxes and stricter laws were imposed on 

those that had already given everything they could. Climate stress, caused by volcanoes, 

had caused years that had no summer and crops failed and famine set in. The youth in 

the Universities and full of vigor, fought for changes. Overpopulation caused people to 

look elsewhere. Everywhere there were books suggesting emigration to Russia, Brazil, and 

England. And then eyes turned to this young country that had taken on Britain, and won!

EVENTS     

THE GIESSEN EMIGRATION SOCIETY
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 In 1819, the precocious young German attorney Gottfried Duden began studying and 

researching the young country, and discovered that the books written about the situation 

there were by authors that had never set foot in the country. He purchased land  and 

resolved to go and see for himself. From a wealthy family, he took along his cook Gertrude 

Obladen, and a young professional farmer Ludwig Eversmann. Sailing for Baltimore, 

he quickly made his way to the western states of North America and the new State of 

Missouri, where he purchased land. There he lived from 1824 until 1827, when he became 

determined to return to his homeland and share what he had discovered.

 When he left in 1827, he was planning to return. But in 1829, when he published A 

Report on a Journey to the Western States of North America plans would change. He 

wrote about a country where you elected your own rulers!  Where you could, with a little 

work, buy whatever land you wanted and that work afforded you. You could in turn, pass 

that on to all of your children and their spouses, not just one. There were no high taxes and 

food was so abundant in this brand new state.  He also spoke of how it seemed the whole 

country, and pioneers like Daniel Boone even, were moving to the far west. Published as 

a compilation of letters, and two small chapters giving advice concerning the differences 

between the U.S. and Germany, and how to become a farmer or businessmen, at his own 

expense. This was the right word at just the right time.
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 Widely popular, like today’s version of having gone viral, the book was quietly 

circulated among the same young and wealthy students that had been working for change, 

Duden’s intended audience. What he didn’t realize was that it would be taken up by so 

many more. Young and old, wealthy and poor, Catholic and Protestants, from north to south 

and east to west. Was this the Garden of Eden, or was Duden really spinning a dream?  For 

safety’s sake, it was best to travel as he had suggested, in groups. He even suggested that 

a new Germany could arise; to enjoy the democratic freedoms that this young country’s 

independence had brought them. Germans would be free to enjoy their customs, traditions 

and speak their mind; and build farms, feed and educate their children. 

PLANS BEGIN

 Frederick Muench was born in the small village of Nieder Gemünden, near Giessen, 

the middle child of a Protestant minister. The family was not poor, but not wealthy either. 

They raised their own food, and their father taught the local children. When he followed 

in his older brother footsteps and attended the University of Giessen, he would have to 

cram his usual four years into two and half, as the family could not afford to send both him 

and his younger brother to the University at the same time. At the University of Giessen, a 

whole new world was opened to him. He became friends with Karl Follen, who had created 

a fraternity of revolutionary students, and had a younger brother named Paul.  Paul, who 

would  use the name Follenius, became lifelong best friends with Muench.. 

 Becoming close friends with the Follen family, Muench soon encountered the 

Turnverein movement of Friedrich Ludwig Jahn, the student revolutionaries of the Giessen 

Blacks, and government conspiracy. The Follen family was from Giessen, wealthy and 

intellectual, and Paul, would marry Friedrich’s sister Marie, after receiving a law degree at 

the University. 

Friedrich 
Muench

1799-1881

Paul Follenius

1799-1844
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CALL AND DECLARATION

ON THE SUBJECT OF

EMIGRATION 

IN MASS

FROM GERMANY

TO THE 

NORTH AMERICAN FREE 

STATES

Our little text quickly produced 

a second edition and was read 

in all parts of Germany so that 

we were assured of quite a large 

participation and consequently 

published...the statutes of our 

society. They were received 

to high acclaim and we were 

encouraged to boldly lead the 

way. Thousands wanted to follow 

us and help to transform the idea 

of our enterprise into reality. And 

this is what would have happened 

exactly if everything had gone 

according to

plan*

Friedrich Muench 

Follenius and Muench chose five hundred applicants according to their professions and 

invited them to the general assembly on September 1, 1833 in Friedberg. At this occasion 

the statutes were accepted unanimously and an executive committee was chosen under 

the helm of Paul Follenius. In spring 1834, the exodus from Bremen started with two 

expeditions.

*Available in the shop

A translation by Dr. Steven Rowan of the University of Missouri, published by Ulla and Rolf 

Schmidt is available at mo-germans.com for $10 (plus 5 for shipping and handling).
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 By 1832, both young men had married and established families, but retained their 

revolutionary spirit of their days at the University. Muench had read Duden’s book, and 

wanted to go to America. Follenius, disgusted with the failure of the recent Hambach 

Festival, agreed only if it could be done on a large and grand scale.

 They printed the Call and Declaration on the subject of mass emigration from 

Germany to the North American Free States hoping to encourage a few brave souls to join 

them in this venture. Friends took up their enterprise in Coburg, and Warstein, bringing 

more Germans hoping to build this new Germany. When they met in Freiburg in September, 

they found they had thousands willing to join them, but felt that they could only take five 

hundred, to begin with. More would have to follow as soon as they were established, and 

could be helped by the first group. They would become the largest organized German 

emigration group to settle in Missouri, hoping to eventually create a State where all their 

traditions and culture could be kept, while they enjoyed the freedoms of America.

 As Duden suggested, two agents had been sent to America, to investigate the best 

location. They would visit Muench’s friend and fellow student, Klingelhoeffer, who had 

immigrated with a large group to the Arkansas Territory, earlier that year. As Follenius 

and his group were about to embark for New Orleans, the agents Schmidt and Mueller had 

returned to report that Arkansas was not suitable, they said it was too swampy and poor 

farmland. Follenius would revert to another location that had been discussed apparently, 

Missouri, as Gottfried Duden had suggested. Leaving word for Muench to meet him in St. 

Louis, they departed on the ship the Olbers. Before they had even reached the British Isles 

they reportedly had the first case of typhoid. The disease spread like wildfire aboard the 

ship, with some accounts of upwards of 75 being lost, and buried at sea daily. As they 

approached New Orleans, fears grew worse with word of a cholera epidemic. Fear wasn’t 

for the cholera, but being quarantined in the port with others ill and dying, and being 

separated from their group.They reached the United States on June 3 and hurried north on 

the Mississippi. The problems grew worse when they found themselves at Paducah, and 

Follenius was ill and was thought to be dying. The treasury was opened, and the funds were 

dispersed, incorrectly.

 Back in Bremen, Muench who was late after being detained by the government, being 

forced to pay an additional 10% tax. Their ship was missing! The firm of Delius and Eberhard 

had problems with a shipwreck in the port, were of no help. Desparate that his group would  

be forced to spend funds necessary to emigrate and settlement, he needed a place for his 

people to stay until a ship could be found. A house barn on a lonely farm on the island of 

Harriersand in the Weser River, near Brake, offered some shelter. Cows were pastured, single 

men pitched tents, and women hung quilts in the barn for privacy. For five weeks their 

situation became more and more desparate until Muench was able to charter the ship the 

Medora, and head his group to Baltimore.

Next... Missouri - A German State in America ..... in our April 2015 issue
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 In 2004, Berlin scriptwriter Henry Schneider asked his friend Peter Roloff, a 
documentary filmmaker, if he had ever heard of the Giessen Emigration Society. Schneider 
had come across this nearly forgotten story, nearly 40 years ago, of a large group of 
Germans that fled in 1834, bound for the freedoms of America. For years, they and 
friends, gathered as the Traveling Summer Republic, on the Harriersand Island, revisiting 
the subject. In 2009, they contacted historians in the U.S. and opened a long ongoing 
international collaboration, which has culminated in an exhibition: Utopia – Revisiting a 

German State in America, also accompanied by a book and a documentary. 
 “He has gone to his Utopia” is how a bitter pastor at Muench’s small church in Nieder 
Gemünden later described Muench’s efforts with the Giessen Emigration Society, after 
many of the parish had departed for the U.S.. The huge exhibit explores the themes of 
mutiny and revolution, difficult decisions an emigrant must make of whether to stay or 
go, and the unknown life these people forged on the far western frontier in America. Not 
only as emigrants, but as pioneers, these people created homes, churches, schools and 
organizations whose legacy has made Missouri the “German” state that it is today.
 The exhibit opened in Giessen, on November 1, 2013, and after a stay in Bremen, and 
Washington, DC, is now at the Missouri History Museum [http://mohistory.org] in St. Louis, 
Missouri. This huge exhibit is filled with videos, music, films, murals, sharing the story of 
this emigration society. The story draws you in and think about the difficult experiences 
that not only this group, but all emigrants face when becoming an immigrant. The 
exhibition is free and open daily to the public. For more information about the exhibition, 
the programs that accompany it, and all of the events at the Missouri History Museum, visit 

mohistory.org for details.

The BOOK
 For those who want to know more, this beautiful 352 page volume, published 
by Edition Falkenberg in Bremen, has over 250 photographs, and is in English and German. 

Order yours today!  The book is available worldwide at Amazon.com as Utopia - Revisiting 

a German State in America book for those who cannot visit the exhibit.

  FOR FURTHER STUDY
UTOPIA 

REVISITING 
A GERMAN 

STATE IN 
AMERICA: 

The ExhibitionPhoto by Peter Roloff
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Missouri’s German heritage is long and rich with tradition. From its historic vineyards and 

breweries to its determined forces which kept us as a Union, we treasure this history of our 

ancestors. We still enjoy social life filled with Oktoberfests and Christkindlemarkts. And the 

vistas along the Missouri River still remind visitors of Germany. In today’s world it can be 

difficult to maintain connections to our heritage. Visit the Missouri Germans Consortium 

website where you will find an event calendar of interesting current events and programs. 

Subscribe to our blog for announcements of upcoming events, and stories about places 

and people that are part of Missouri’s German heritage, We partner with and support 

organizations around the state that help continue the rich traditions of our ancestors, and 

provide us a better understanding with cultural exchanges and institutions. 

Subscribe to the Missouri Germans blog at mo-germans.com and you will receive free 

updates and the Zeitung, a newsletter with the latest upcoming German events and 

programs that you and your family will enjoy. Special announcements for athletic events, 

festivals, bus tours, and educational programs can also be found there. We do hope you 

enjoyed this premier issue of the Anzeiger and that you will want to continue receiving 

copies of our electronic journal. To subscribe please visit our website or e-mail us at 

missourigermans@gmail.com today and continue enjoying your German heritage!

FOR  MORE  PLEASE  VISIT  MO-GERMANS.COM

http://mo-germans.com
http://mo-germans.com
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